(19) 



J 



Europiisches Patentamt 
European Patent Office 
Office europeen des brevets 





(12) 



(ID EP1 161 031 A3 

EUROPEAN PATENT APPLICATION 



(88) Date of publication A3: 

04.06.2003 Bulletin 2003/23 

(43) Date of publication A2: 

05.12.2001 Bulletin 2001/49 

(21) Application number 01110754.7 

(22) Date of filing: 03.05.2001 



(51) Intci7: H04L 12/28, H04L 29/06, 
H04Q 7/38 



(84) Designated Contracting States: 

AT BE CH CY DE DK ES Fl FR GB GR IE IT LI LU 
NIC NL PT SE TR 
Designated Extension States: 
AL LT LV MK RO SI 

(30) Priority: 01.06.2000 JP 2000164519 

(71) Applicant: SHARP KABUSHIKI KAISHA 
Osaka 545-8522 (JP) 



(72) Inventor: Kimura, Shinya 

Yokohama-shi, Kanagawa 222-0032 (JP) 

(74) Representative: Muller- Hoffmann & Partner 
Patentanwalte, 
Innere Wiener Strasse 17 
81667 Munchen (DE) 



(54) Access point device and authentication method thereof 



(57) An access point device (18) and its authentica- 
tion method are provided which can dramatically im- 
prove a wireless LAN system in security level. The ac- 
cess point device includes: authentication request dis- 
play means (1 6) for notifying a network administrator ad- 
ministering the LAN of the presence of an authentica- 
tion-requesting mobile station so as to gain the final au- 



thorization of an authentication procedure when a mo- 
bile station in the area perform the authentication pro- 
cedure before the initiation of an association procedure; 
and authentication input means (1 5) from which the net- 
work administrator notified inputs an authentication-au- 
thorizing or -rejecting instruction with respect to the au- 
thentication-requesting mobile station. 
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